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Hello, dear students.
As you know, car maintenance, as well as repairs, is a very important point of auto mechanic’s
work. The exploitation of the car in winter is much more difficult than in any other period of the
year and requires special training from the owner or a car mechanic. This is due to the fact that in
winter the car works in difficult, and sometimes even in extreme conditions. These are
temperature differences, road surface treatment with various reagents and salts, etc. So that the
car does not let you down at the most inappropriate moment, it must be specially prepared for the
winter.
At our previous lessons you studied how to check the oil level and transmission fluid, how to
check the engine coolant level and tyres. So, you mustn’t forget about the maintenance of a car.
Today the topic for your attention is Pre-winter maintenance of the automobile. Only a real
specialist should know that with proper care a car will last longer and some of the possible
problems can be avoided. That’s why a mechanic or just a driver must check a car before
winter....
You’ll need to read and translate the text and then accomplish exercises for the text.

1. Read and translate the text.
A number of things in your car need to be checked before winter: the condition of the battery, battery
terminals, the engine cooling system, the condition of the engine antifreeze, all the belts, the brakes, the
tyres, the windshield wipers, the lights, etc.
All the fluids need to be checked and topped up or changed if needed. It’s a good idea to change the
engine oil before winter — the fresh oil will make the engine start easier in cold weather. Things like
brakes, steering and suspension can only be inspected when the car is lifted on the hoist.
Check the freezing point and the condition of the engine coolant. A simple problem such as a bad
thermostat or even a small leak will result in a long warm-up time and little heat from the heater on the
highway. Consider installing good-quality winter tyres. Winter tyres are specifically designed to improve
traction on snow-covered or icy roads. Winter tyres need to be installed on all four wheels. While winter
tyres have better traction on winter roads than all-season tyres, they are not foolproof; drive carefully in
winter conditions. Winter tyres wear faster on dry roads in warm weather; don’t forget to remove them
when the winter season is over. Check tyre pressure regularly in winter. A dead battery is one of the most
common causes of a no-start in winter.
Unfortunately, there is no way to tell when the battery will decide to quit —sometimes it happens
unexpectedly with no prior signs. However, if you feel that cranking speed is slower than before, the
battery is probably close to its end. Make sure the battery terminals are not corroded. Corroded terminals
will cause troubles.
Windshield wipers are very critical to winter driving; consider installing winter wipers. Make sure you
replace summer washer fluid with special winter windshield washer fluid that won’t freeze. If the washer
jets don’t spray properly, clean and adjust them. There are some other things to remember:



— synthetic oil will help your car to start easier in extreme cold,;
—waorn out spark plugs or bad ignition cables are more likely to cause problems with starting in cold
weather;
— vehicles with a diesel engine need special attention — a simple thing like dirty fuel filter could cause a
lot of troubles on a cold day;
— consider buying winter floor mats — they will help to keep the water from leaking under the car’s carpet,
which could cause corrosion to the wiring and electronic components.
2. Complete the sentences according to the text.
. The fresh oil will make the engine ... .
. Such a simple problem as a bad thermostat or even a small leak may cause... .
. To improve traction on snow-covered or icy roads ... are used.
. Don’t forget to remove winter tyres when ... .
. Replace summer washer fl uid with special ... .
. Clean and adjust the washer jets if they ... .
. Winter fl oor mats will help to ... .
3. Say which things in the car should be:

a) checked before winter;
b) changed or installed before winter.

4. Find and write down the correct English equivalents to the following word

combinations.
Hyxnaercs B mpoBepke; HEOOXOAWMO TIOIMOJHUTH; JIETYe 3aBOJUTHCS; MOXKET ObITh
oOcrenoBaHa; JUIMTEIbHOE BpEMs pa3orpeBa; Mo3abOTUTHCS 00 yCTaHOBKE; CKOHCTPYMpPOBaHa
TaKuM 00pa3oM, 4TOOBI YIYUIIUTh IBIKECHUE, HEOOXOIMMO YCTAaHOBHUTH, HE 3a0BITh CHATH HX;
HEBO3MOXKHO CKa3aTh.

5. Imagine that you are a car mechanic. Make up a list of instructions to help a driver

to make the car ready for the winter.

Example:
a) Check the freezing point and condition of the engine coolant.
b) Make sure you replace summer washer fluid with special winter windshield washer fluid.
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